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Welcome to DMVLine.  I’m Mike Goetzman and with us today to talk about an especially important topic, a potentially life-saving topic, is Jeremy Ripley, who’s an organ donation recipient and he’s here to talk to us about the importance of organ and tissue donations.  Welcome, Jeremy and we’re happy to have you here today.

INTERVIEWEE:  Thanks, Mike.  It’s great to be here.

Interviewer:  Let’s start out with the primary question: Why should someone be organ, tissue, and eye donor in the event of a death?

INTERVIEWEE:  The short answer is there’s lots of health procedures today in the United States and there’s lots of diseases where the only answer in saving lives is organ donation, tissue donation, so, in short, it really helps save and enhance lives.  Currently today, there’s over 97,000 Americans on the national waiting list for organ transplants.  Another person is added to the waiting list approximately every 13 minutes.  Here in Wisconsin, we’ve got over 1,400 people waiting with a new person added every 13 minutes, like I touched on.  In the U.S. today, approximately 18 people die a day waiting for an organ because they weren’t able to get their transplant in time. And, kind of a cool fact is that, one in every 20 Wisconsin residents will need a tissue transplant at some time in their life, so, donating organs is a tangibly important thing.  

Interviewer:  So the demand for organs is much greater than the available supply. But don’t most people support donation?

INTERVIEWEE:  Yeah, actually, more than 95% of Americans support organ donation, including all the major religions. But nationwide only 52% of the public have actually signed up on their driver license to be a donor and discussed their wishes with their families. Of all the deaths in the U.S., only approximately 2-3% are able to be saved – their organs can be saved or procured for future transplantations.  So, if the amount of people were to sign up on their driver’s license and express their wishes with their family, the waiting list would be much smaller and we’d be able to save many more lives.  

Interviewer:  Why is it imperative that people discuss the donation with important people in their lifes, particularly family members?

INTERVIEWEE:  You know, at the time of your death, it’s certainly a traumatizing time, it’s certainly a time of a lot of pain and discussing your wishes beforehand is important because, at the time of death, they’re thinking of you and their memories for you and they’re not really thinking, “Should we transplant your organs.”  So making it clear that you want to become an organ donor or you want to have these certain organs transplanted can really help clear up the process with the organ procurement team.  

Interviewer:  If I carry a signed driver license or donor card, will emergency responders still do everything to save me if I’m in a crash?

INTERVIEWEE:  Yes, absolutely. Emergency responders and healthcare workers are committed to saving your life. That’s what they’re paid to do.  Your survival is always their first priority.  And a common misconception is that, because of the waiting list is pretty long, that, if you are an organ donor, the emergency responders won’t try as hard to save you.  But the emergency responder and the emergency workers are a completely different team than the organ procurement team, and the organ procurement team only enters the room after death has been declared.  

Interviewer:  So, what organs are we talking about?  What organs and tissues can typically be donated? 

INTERVIEWEE:  Well, there’s several different organs including the heart, lungs, liver, kidneys, pancreas and the intestines.  And then with tissues, there’s the eyes, the corneas, the heart valves, and blood vessels, along with bones, ligaments, and bone cartilage can be transplanted. 

Interviewer:  So if I am badly burned in an accident, it’s possible that donated skin could reduce my pain and help me recover?

INTERVIEWEE:  Yes, that’s true, actually.  You know, if you had a kid or you, yourself, were burned in a house fire, you could have donated skin, which could really help you recover.  And there’s obviously many other examples of where transplantation has helped.  I, for one, received a liver transplant in 2006.  I had a really rare form of a tumor and the only option was transplant surgery.  And I’ve just been living life and it’s been a great experience post transplant. 

Interviewer:  Will donation prevent an open casket funeral?

INTERVIEWEE:  That’s a good question. Organ and tissue donation is a very careful surgical procedure. It’s performed by professionals and they’re very careful about how they make the incisions.  And typically, you can hide the incisions under clothing.  Obviously with eyes they can shut your eyes, so typically, you’re able to have an open casket.  

Interviewer:  Is there a cost to my family if I become a donor?

INTERVIEWEE:  Nope. There is no cost to the donor’s family for organ and tissue donation.  Transplant recipients and their health insurance pay for all the costs of the donations. 

Interviewer:  Some people might say, “I’m too old, that they wouldn’t want my organs.”

INTERVIEWEE:  Physical condition, not age, matters the most. Each potential donor is evaluated on a case-by-case basis by a physician or a doctor to determine if their organs are suitable for donation, or the tissues are suitable for donation, at the time of the passing. 

Interviewer:  So how does somebody become an organ and tissue donor?

INTERVIEWEE:   It’s pretty easy, actually.  To indicate that you want to be an organ donor, just sign and date the back of your driver’s license or ID card. If you don’t have a driver’s license or an ID, you can carry a donor card, which you can get at your local hospital.  And again, probably the most important thing besides that is just to tell your family of your wishes.  Tell them you’d like to become an organ donor, and, tell people, with your passing, what to occur.

Interviewer:  Can I specify specific organs and tissues be donated?

INTERVIEWEE:  Yes, the back of your driver license is segmented into two different parts, tissues and organs, and you can write down a few, if you’d like to transplant all of your organs at the time of your death you can write all.

Interviewer:  What if I change my mind about being an organ donor?  

INTERVIEWEE:  If you decide to change your mind, you can just cross out the donor statement on the back of your driver license or your ID.

Interviewer:  It certainly sounds easy and you’ve certainly made it easy for us to understand the reasons to sign our driver license or ID card and express our wishes to be an organ, tissue and eye donor in the event of our death.  Jeremy, thanks so much for being with us here today.

INTERVIEWEE:  Thank you, Mike.  It’s been great to be here, I really appreciate it.  And thank you to everyone out there who’s listening for considering becoming an organ donor and give the gift of life.  It’s a great thing.  

